30 Day Project



30 Days of Editorial Spreads

An exploration of layout through grid, typography, hierarchy, and imagery




Objective

Design a two page editorial spread each day focused on grid, layout, typography,
and imagery such as black and white photography. Understanding these
components of design is very important and applies to both print and digital
based media.

Audience

Surfers and individuals within the college and adult age demographic that enjoy
a coastal lifestyle that are not interested in just the “action shots” but the culture
of surfing as a whole.

Influence

| have always been influenced by the surf photography of the 50’s and 60's.
Work by Leroy Grannis, Jeff Divine, and John Witzig specifically. The way film
photography captures the activity of surfing seems much more organic like the
actual qualities of the ocean versus the mechanical feel of digital. Most of the
images | used were all 35mm film which also gives the imagery a retro feel that |
enjoy so much. Another influence for me is the modern art movement. The color
palette, bold shapes, and graphic imagery have always made me excited and
inspired. This movement also occurred around the 50's and 60's, which align
perfectly with my surf influences and the aesthetic | want to portray.




Goals

My goals were to showcase my abilities that hopefully attract the attention of the
surf and skate industry | want to work in. Also, to demonstrate my ability fo solve
complex design problems such as the use of a grid, hierarchy, image, composition,
and layout. Thankfully, | was able to attract some attention from The Waterman’s
Guild Surfboard distribution and a designer at Vans.

Challenges

This 30 day project definitely presented challenges. Managing my time and
schedule was the most difficult part. Making sure | planned ahead to design
an editorial spread everyday for 30 days required planning, organization, and
time management. Another challenge was meeting personal expectations and
designing something better than the day before.

Another difficult challenge were the parameters | have set. For example, using the
same grid system and trying to use it in new ways to create an interesting layout

day after day became one of the more challenging components of this project

in regards to making design decisions. However, this use of the grid system is an
important part of design and is one of the goals | set to get better at.

In the end it was completely worth it. | noticed progress and growth each day and
feel like | have become a better designer because of these challenges. This project
has also inspired me to create on a frequent basis not just for school or work, but
in general. Of course my goal is to be a working designer, but to challenge myself
even outside of that in order to keep growing and stay inspired.




Process

Research

Before beginning each editorial spread, | sought out inspiration through self
curated mood boards of imagery and design that | believe aligned with my
concept. | would look at old and contemporary surf magazines for visual and
layout inspiration and modern art in various forms and mediums.

Sketching

Instead of throwing type and images all over the page without much direction, |
would sketch a layout that is different from the previous day and would determine
if the spread would be more image based, type based, or both. Then, | sketch out
ideas for the editorial spread. This is helpful in order to design purposefully with
direction. Once this step of the process is complete, | can then begin choosing
and organizing my imagery to be used.

Photo Editing and Manipulation

This step often took time to complete. Once | have gathered and determined the
photographs | want to use for the spread, | then had to edit them to align with
my concept which often took place in Photoshop. Depending on the spread, |
would sometimes need to edit the background out of the image completely to
capture the collage-like aesthetic some modern artists would use. This often had
me using the pen, polygonal lasso, and quick selection tools to accomplish this.
Also, | would add texture and color to these images.

Design Layout

Once the layout is sketched and the imagery is chosen and edited, | then began
designing the spread. By using the grid | have created and the sketch as a
guideline, this step usually is not too time consuming as | have completed much
of the prep work ahead of time. This step is often enjoyable as | begin to see the
design coming together. Making sure everything is aligned to the grid and all type
is sef, is a crucial step in this part of the process.

Finalize Spread

Once the spread is designed and | am pleased with the result, | then can
prepare the file for posting on social media platforms, which in this case is
Instagram. | export the InDesign file as a higher quality jog. Once this step has
been completed, | create a magazine mockup with the designed spread of
that day that | also save as jpg. | then transfer both files to my mobile phone
and upload them to social media to share with others and the community.

Research

Design Layout




10

Free Form

Tubestoak, s gooty
~cutura

ot 1956, The surers
hey were an aftehought i nsulor, upscalo Mokl “You say.
My’

Eugonio Wikon

ok Korner
1

weeto i Gt

i the wate she recole 10 Vorty fa.

“They d hiow my boord over fhe fance, throw pneaprte af me.

Iconic weil

Tomiy's prvte ployground You could suf every wave:
wontod. sufboard designar Lonce Corson tcalled.

my board dinged, but leamed.”

obouthor
“Boy the st she

11966, on aihltc 15-yeor—cd from Brenwood named
Kathy Kohnar wandered down the aut baoch n Ml
Sha hod escaped the stufy cufuol confines of @ beoch

house where he porers,ntslectuol Europeon emigrs,

chated wih iher high-brow oduts Right nex 1 the Malku

Plr, of whot s now known os Surfrider Beach, Kohnac

upon a erol shack on the sand.

1t was the chweling of Terry-Michoel “Tubesteak” Tracy, who

had discovered. 1t was a most olluing Westyl, espocialy to
@ ffioon-yoar-old g she wiofo decades ater. They were
boys who tved on fhe beach. They af hod ricknomes. i
soemed there wasrit cny other azpoct oftha Ives excep!
toking i the sun and sec, waing down thek boords, and.
pdding cutloaking for o reat wave 1 catch”

The persistont lssnoger began o shadow the surfers,

Surfrider Boach Swim club oguard Tom Baks, i s friond
Sam Reid clongsid him s considered by mony 1o have been
he frst 1o carch o M wave in 1926

Mallbus wos then the 20-odd-rle privete domai of he.

vorded hor famiy's lan.Inthe kot 205 and sarly ‘205,
he only resicants of Mol wero the Rindges, indge fomly
omployees, and entertainment industey stars and moguls

1 ot soma real

6/ Free Form

ocome fascinated with the wrld s dougher hod discoverod
“You coukd sut avery wave you wonied. surfboard designar
Lanco Corson fecallec A the people wouid st cround the wall.
o Mol Beach-whih we woukd cal the pit We would play
ke, wear cul-of joans and sirow hafs and drink boar

s wo woiched Dole Velez shapa boards” This chil relatvely
unnoticed communy would be shot nfothe sratosphere n the
ol of 1967, Gidgor's other, scrosnwrio Froderick Kohnar,hodt
become fascinated with the world i daughier hod discoverodt
Wo would play ukulles, wear cut-oftfoans ond sitow hafs
and drink boor a3 wo waiched Dalo Velez shape boards

“Ihis . rlatvely unnoticed communty woull be shot nfo
the shatosphera in he fall o 1967, Gdgor' faher,scroonwrier
Froderick Ko, o bocorme foscinatod with the world s
doughter hod discoverod. "You could sur avery wave you

change and there would ba milons of boards down fhere:”

But tho origna surfers olso reaped he benafis of Gicgr's
bacome

“Tha Mod, Hoppy Surfers: A Way of Lo on the Wavetops
17

May members
aito 1o ron fors on @ 1-mie sirtch of shers che 10 0
complcated cout barte that forced har fo_alow puble

doors and ask peopl 10 It us surt tha

and theyd i us. Wh 18-cent choosoburgers, choap  houses oppeared, hrring he neghborhood ino an Upscale

personal property, tha Rincse's bulh Soonish sty wols
skiting tho shore. This moant suring o Mallou wosn o5

RS utpost of movie siors ond foursia By tha early 19605,
four o seven am, you coukd bo @ suf bum We had our  Surfider Baach was the domain of @ small rog-10g group
ownlanguage. I you were olly ozzed on suing. you wero  of sufing pieners who could be found i

Accordng 1o ano hitory: Once they passed the ough and

»
clongide him, &

personcl
Frodercks erly decih n 1905, Moy forocously guardod ot
fomiy'sland.

In the loto 205 ond cary '30s. the only resdents of
R fomdy o

198, the guys Woin ho PCH—t oot thae
td, “Tha Mod. Happy Surers: & Way of Ufa on the o ko Matbu”
Woverops.”in 1982 St sofor?

S * Agroot day You

once s, “Sut photography s stavarion on he road 1o mad-
s

eventhough ory 008 o the group, Dannis Wik, octaly.
surted. Gelgo ko spawned secuels and dozens of oher
Joon srf s thot cama o b known s waxploroton’
mavws The pionoarig suiers wh inspied Gidget mght
ave grumbled, bu they were mre thon wiling fo ke

1 2010, Surfricor Booch was nome the gobe's st
surting Rosave.

P ofton
sghtly accoriric, somonmes oficiolly menfal noble breed are
0. 4 gettng the sho tho they kesp doing 0 even
hough hey coullmake mra money slnging burgers n McDon-
ol The curtont rop of UK shooers: Nunn, Sherpy, Smith, Loc-
o, Gartila o o oo the prodket o necrly aighty years of pro-
gression. Nearly efght decades of croallviy behind the lens

changed in Mol it become such o popular
Sp0t” Koher st " never sow he danger n sutng. u
tharo was a mab of boards out hare”

Ing that has o Us 1o where we are foday Combine hese cre-
tive minds wih the ongoing fechnologica revoluton thot has

cusing ond fim emulsion reploced by z6ros and ones and you

o ot ond

b cnct Haywood. “Tubssteck, Kivin,Doro—they ol fed

e shore, hoords of toursts from of cver he werkd cron.
o cotch o gimpss and toke photes n fort o 3 porton

of the Rincge wol whars the who

logendary Mki‘da cof” Dera, whose groco and slegance on
he boord ed falw surter Miks Nocir o col i the Cary
Gront o surfers”

So where did it begin? Who was the first surf photographer? Tl
first photo of somebody with a surfboard dates to 1890, who tool
nobody knows (its part of the col

llection at the Bishop Museum ir

Honolulu), but it's quite imp!

only just getting out its experimental early stages at that time.

5o where did t bagin? Who wos fhe st suf photographar?
The fist photo of somebody with a surfboord daes 0 1690,
wha ook i nobady knows (s part of the col
Bishop Museum In Honolulu), but I's quite Impressive
considaring photography wos only Just gelting out Its
axparimental early 31003 of thot ime. The it actuol surt
hotographer documenting su culture a3 wo know f was the
hugely flentad Tom Bcke.

ton o the

A plonsar n avery senso of the word, he revolutonised board
construction, wos the first man to put & fin on o sufboerd and.
‘oven inventod the satboard (otherwise known os windsurter)
bt hi moin contibuion -th seos hm rogorded s the othor
of modorn surt photogrophy wos his nveation of the st water
housing forshooling sufing fromhe watar s this surfe’s yo.
View of he oction that makes suf phalogrophy uniqus I the
spots photography workd and Tom Bloke st did i n 1930,

Ho got s frst spreactnthe revared Nationol Geographic mag-
ozinen 1935 1 wos Bloke's early sho's, n pariculor a wofer-
sho of Woskik hot oppecradin ha Los Angels Times,that in-
spiodithe pox oot the s dedicoted sut photographar- Doc
Ball To gve him hisfull name: John Heath Doc’ Bl fst started
ploying about with cameras ot o kid around the fime of the
Fist Workd Wor ond storfed ufing ot fime when there were
erhaps twenty rders n the whole of Calfora.

Ho hodjuststorted toking & few photos o he burgeoning scans.
01929 with @ Kodak Autographic given to hm by his dartist
fother's assisont butf wos Bloke's spread i the LA Times that

101931 which modo im dedicote his Mo 1 recorcing
Suing and suf culture. Not just capturing the action, he
facorded the parties, Wfestyle, boord makers and averything
hat goes with . ke s father he qualied as o dentist and
Se0ing o5 was the ime of the Great Depression money was
1h for photographic gear, but s was a ima when you mode.
Your own board a bt more DIY.

films and music."

"The mid '60s saw surfing explode into
the world’s consciousness through

“The digital age has also ushered i
in a new era of experimentation
and democratization.” I

slowly coding on Image monipulation program on his  away and knowlsdge nacessory 10 got coract expe

s Photoshop 1.0, The boffns a the comera componies  surf phatos with. But olis o lest. The dighal age ha Y -
meanuhi were beavering away on digia lechaclogy  usherad In @ new ero of experimen n = g 2 i

Priced at 3 . i
reolsticaly pricod D30 af $2000US in 2000 of the ime 3 photographer fhese days, ond 1 got Icredible shots ¢

saen another sea chango n photography. and digta maging

other moder esservilis @ loptop weh as muchi

n1he samo way that boord-shaping machines fook ho soul  under the hood as possibla teamed with 1

out of the shaper Incarmation of Photoshep. An areo,at s paak
seon

he light level was

‘oxpensive and f you didt expoza  side correcly hen i

14 | Fres Form
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It was Blake's spread in the L.A. Times
that appeared in 1931 which made him
dedicate his life to recording surfing and
surf culture.
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The mid "60s saw surfing explods into the
world's consciousness through films and musie.
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"Grannis laid the foundations of modern
surf photography by always exploring
new angles and techniques.”
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Assessment

Analysis

This project has presented a variety of goals, objectives, challenges and more.
However, the growth | have gained as a designer is invaluable. | have learned
to not only become a better designer, but a much more confident one. This
is a huge step personally. Gaining confidence in what | design and that | can
design is one of the most important qualities | have gained through this. In
regards to the technical aspect of design, | have become much more skilled
in typography, grid use, image creation, layout, and file conversion for various
platforms. Implementing a disciplined schedule to manage the various tasks
that go into each daily design has been a huge gain allowing me to complete
my work on time . Prioritizing tasks and creating a plan to accomplish each

one successfully has allowed me to work more quickly and effectively.

Engagement

Posting your work on a social media platform such as Instagram, really allowed
me to track analytics based on each post. At first, my posts didn't have much
likes or comments. However, as traction began to build | noticed an increase
in these two. | started receiving more followers and in return noticed more
likes and comments. Another important benefit of posting work for others to
view is an insight info what kind of designs get the most attention. | would
begin to design taking this insight into account to create work more of my
followers would be receptive too. The community that was established with
my classmates and other designers was a great component of using social
media. This allowed us to encourage each other, provide tips and feedback,

and create an ongoing network of like-minded designers and creatives.
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Feedback

Some of the most helpful feedback | have received was to create a plan.
Designing with a plan allows you to work more purposefully and efficient.
Another great piece of feedback | received was in the form of positive
reinforcement. This helped me understand what was working within my
designs. This positive feedback not only helped me understand what | was
doing correct, but gave me confidence that other designers and viewers
enjoyed my work by responding positively. Here is a list of some of the

different kinds of feedback | received,

Day 7: ®@laurenmmccoy.design - | like how you have the type crossing over
both pages of the spread. It makes the layout more interesting and guides the

eyes from one image to the next. Nice work!

Day 13: @dlp_developed - Favorite one so far! Love the composition and

overall layout!

Day 19: @ryan_low.indd - Jared! The photography and incorporation of text

is killin it! Great Balance!

Positive Changes

| have received so much positive change in my work. | have learned how
to incorporate a schedule and plan info my design work that | did not
previously execute, a more thorough process of designing that is methodical
and purposeful, discipline to create work every day for 30 days, respond and
engage with other designers and viewers, and gain much more confidence as

a graphic designer than | had before this project began.

Influences

Having inspiration and those who influence you is very
important as a designer or artist in general. It allows you
to gather motivation and drive and channel that energy
into your own work. | have discovered and been inspired
by many artists throughout this project, but these are

my top three most inspirational accounts.

Schuyler Beecroft

This artist and designer is a huge inspiration to me.
| discovered his work during the research phase of
the 30 day project. Beecroft is known for his use
of repetition and color and how well he uses these
elements so effectively in his work. He also has a
background in surfing which is a present theme that
is utilized throughout his work. One thing | really love
about how Beecroft incorporates surfing and coastal
elements into his work is that they are subtle in a sense.
It's not a blatant surf image alone. He uses the activity
of surfing in an artistic manner that captures the activity
well. His work also has a retrospective aesthetic and
feel through the use of texture, muted color, and film
based photography, which are major themes in my 30

day project.

a'l Verizon

< schuylerbeecroft {

228 4,803 955

Posts Followers  Following

Schuyler Beecroft

Visual Arts

w.schuyler.beecroft@gmail.com
brothersmarshall.com/collections/all

Followed by kyhull, sagephotos_and 77 others

Following v Message Email

4

JEFF DIVINE

ML
SUSE
AP

No bett
to plant your garden.

19



Equator

Equator journalis a coastal lifestyle account showcasing
rare imagery that is predominantly in film photographic
form. | found a large amount of inspiration from the
photography featured on this account. Considering 95
percent of the photography | used in my 30 day project
is all shot on 35mm film and focused on surfers using
retrospective board designs, this account was influential.
| really enjoy the vintage look and feel of these photos
and their sense of warmth. Equator Journal acts as a
retrospective archive of surfing from the past. | feel that
if you are documenting surfing where the surfers are
using boards derivative of those used in the 50's and
60's, it only made sense for me to shoot using film to

take it back to that time in regards to my own project.
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Concepcion Studios

This account was also a major source of inspiration
for me during this project. | have always been inspired
by modernism and modernist design. From the bold
graphic nature of the work, typography, color, and
conceptualism, | wanted to implement this style into my
project. Because | have not seen surfing and modernism
in conjunction with each other, this account became
a major source of inspiration as it uses modernism in
conjunction with an avenue | have not yet seen as
well. Concepcion Studios combines modernism with
contemporary movies and music artists to create
their body of work. This was inspiring to me because
it showed me that combining modernist design with

surfing can work if executed well.

November 11th, 2019
El Rey Theatre
Los Angeles, California
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Concepcion Studios

Designer

An award-winning design and photography studio
based in California w/ clients ranging from Lady
Gaga and MUSE to The New Yorker and Rolling
Stone.

www.concepcionstudios.com

Followed by montagueprojects, logos.ai

and 13 others

Following v Message Email
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Future Work

This project has taught me a variety of valuable skills and techniques as
a designer. Implementing a better work flow while designing as a result
of better prioritizing and time management, developing the discipline to
stay motivated and work through creative blocks, increased technical
skills as a result of using a variety of programs to achieve a desired
result, and a better understanding of design principles are all valuable
qualities | have learned throughout this project. Going forward as a
designer, | will continue to use these skills to accomplish design related
tasks while continuing to build upon them as well.

| have also grown on a more personal level throughout this assignment.
Before this project, | did not have the confidence to showcase my work
on a frequent basis. | would have a difficult time wondering if others
would like or appreciate what | had designed. However, as a result
of this project and having to post my work everyday for 30 days, my
confidence has increased dramatically. Receiving positive feedback from

other designers and students has helped me believe in myself.

Thanks fo this project | have increased my network as a designer and
have began working for clients as a result of this project. If | were to
embark on another 30 day project, | would design either logos or UX/
Ul app screens. Logos are such an important part of being a graphic
designer and | think designing a logo everyday would be very beneficial.
Also, with UX/Ul becoming such a popular and growing field, designing
mobile and desktop prototype screens would be a great way to grow
upon my knowledge of that particular field. Based off all the important
things | have learned throughout this experience, | would tell myself to
plan ahead and stay organized. | would also tell myself to be confident
in your work from the beginning and just focus on your designs while
staying true to yourself and concept.

Jared Spellman |

Thank You

jored_design |

jaredspellmandesign@gmail.com
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